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tJtije Commonbjealti) of JWasfs^acftus^etts^
Office of the Secretary, July 2, 1956.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:—
I have the honor to submit, in compHance with General Laws, Tercentenary
Edition, Chapter 9, Section 17, as amended, the annual report of the transactions
of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1956. This report also includes
the returns from cities and towns relative to action taken under certain provisions
of the General Laws, and returns relative to the acceptance or rejection of certain
Special Acts passed by the General Court, which returns were received during
the fiscal year 1956.
Very truly yours,
EDWARD J. CRONIN,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
LEGISLATIVE MATTERS
1956 Session of the General Court
In previous reports I have included a brief summary of such legislation as was
enacted during the next prior session of the General Court and was of particular
application or interest to the administration of the office of the State Secretary.
During the 1956 session of the General Court there were several measures
enacted which are of such general interest and a brief abstract of the same is con-
tained in the following summary. Many matters were pending at the conclusion
of the fiscal year, June 30, 1956, which may be acted upon before prorogation.
I
Annual Proclamations of the Governor
The General Court by Chapter 106 of the Acts of 1955 provided for the annual
proclamation of the fourth Sunday in May of each year as "Senior Citizens Day,"
for observance by the public in honoring the elder citizens of the commonwealth.
By Chapter 618 of the Acts of 1956 the legislature has provided for an annual
proclamation setting aside the second Sunday in August as "Children's Day," and
recommending that this day be set aside in recognition of our children.
Laws Relative to Corporations Enacted in 1956
Chapter 390. An Act Relative to the Filing of Annual Returns by Certain
Corporations.
This statute amends the 1955 act {Chapter 290 of 1955) requiring the
paying of a fee of two dollars and the filing of annual certificates showing
the name, location, date of last annual meeting and the names, addresses
and terms of all officers by corporations organized under Chapter 180
the General Laws, loosely called charitable corporations. The 1955 act
was passed to assure a continuing record of such corporations. The
1955 act excluded churches and religious organizations only. The ex-
clusion is extended by this act to non-profit schools and colleges, political
organizations established prior to January 1, 1923 and charitable
hospitals. This amendment is inserted as Section 26A of Chapter 180
of the General Laws.
1956 Statutes Relative to Elections
Chapter 67. Relative to the counting of Absent Voter ballots in cities and towns
where voting machines are used.
Provides that the city or town clerk shall turn over ballot envelopes
unopened and the application of the voter to the election officers in the
precincts wherein applicants assert their right to vote within one hour
after the closing of the polls.
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Chapter 74. Relative to the nomination papers of candidates for Delegate to a
National Convention and for State Committee.
AUoics the use of the eight-word statement on nomination papers by
eandidates for State Committee, delegate or alternate to national con-
tentions.
Chapter 134. Relative to holding sessions for registration of voters prior to a special
election.
Clarifies the law and makes it uniform.
This eliminates any contrary provision in any general or special laws.
Chapter 135. Relative to the time of filing objections to nomination papers.
Clarifies the law with regard to date of filing objections.
This provides for filing objections with the state secretary or city or
town clerks within 72, 48 or 2% hours after five o'clock of last day of filing.
Chapter ISO. Relative to the form of question to be used by cities and towns in
placing provisions of the General Laws on the ballot for acceptance
by the voters.
This act prescribes the form of submission.
Chapter 230. An act making the law relative to corrupt practices apply to all public
elections (see prmted title).
This includes election of town officers in towns of less than 10,000
population.
Chapter 232. Relative to the nomination of certain candidates at State Primaries.
This prevents filing as a candidate of a major party and also as an
independent candidate. Unless such a candidate elects, his name will
not be printed on the ballot either way.
GENERAL LEGISLATION
Housing of Archives
This office has for several years advocated the appropriation of funds for the
construction of a new building affording adequate space for the storage, protection
and display of the invaluable archives of the Commonwealth. It is a pleasure to
report that a measure recommending the appropriation of $1,005,000 has been
favorably reported in the legislature.
Recommendations
As provided in General Laws, Chapter 31, Sections 32 and 33, each department
head must file such recommendations as embrace legislative proposals through
this oflTice for transmission to the General Court on or before the first Wednesday
of November of each calendar year. This department likewise must file such
recommendations as require legislation on the same day. In compliance therewith,
I Fliall file such recommendations and reasons in support thereof with the clerk
of the House of Representatives on November 7, 1956.
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES IN DEPARTMENT
OF
THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1956
Accounts
Finances of Department
The subjoined financial statements set forth the receipts and disbursements of
the Department of the State Secretary for the fiscal year 1955-1956.
It is worthy of note that the receipts of this office approximate one million
dollars and exceed the disbursements by $336,915.95.
This is so despite the fact that the expenses of the presidential primary of 1956
are included.
It is now firmly established that the office of the secretary of the commonwealth
is more than self-supporting.
August 23, 1956.
To the Secretary of the Commonwealth:
The following table shows in detail receipts from fees, etc., for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1956, all of which were paid into the Treasury daily and quarterly
reports thereof made to the Governor and Council as required by General Laws
(Tercentenary Edition). Chapter 9, Section 1.
Commissions ..... $ 33,205 00
Corporations ..... 868,617 14
1 Limited Partnerships 380 00
Trade Marks 5,700 00
Sale of Books 30,742 73
Certificates ..... 3,628 00
1 Military Records .... 10 45
1 Copies—Archives .... . $ 3,645 35
Corporations
. 22,133 22 25,778 57
[Advance Sheets .... 3,190 00
Vital Statistics .... 7,884 00
' Trust Receipts .... 9,285 00
Liens ...... 228 00
i Declarations of Trust 10,540 00
Miscellaneous ..... 407 00
$999,595 89
Financial Statement Verified
Date: September 28, 1956
Approved for PubHshing, Fred A. Moncewicz, Comptroller.
8Expenditures Fiscal Year 1956
0501-01 Secretary's Salary
0501-02 Administration
0501-03 Study and Disposition of Certain Documents
0501- 10 Decennial Census
0502-01 Archives and Photostatic Copies
0502-02 Journals of the House .
0503-01 Printing Acts and Resolves .
0503-02 Decisions of Supreme Court ,
0503-03 Printing Public Documents .
0504-01 Primaries and Other Elections
0505-01 Medical Examiners Fees
Total ....
Excess of Receipts over Expenditures $336,915.85.
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Annual Reports
On or before the first Wednesday of December in each fiscal year every state
officer, department, board and commission which is required by law to file an
annual report must deposit such report with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
The only exceptions are in the few cases where some other date is specifically pro-
vided by law for the filing of a report.
During 1955, pursuant to this requirement, the following officers, departments,
boards and commissions filed annual reports on or before the first Wednesday of
December, 1955:
—
Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 1955
Board of Registration in Veterinary Medicine, 1955
Directory of Labor Organizations (Department of Labor and Industries), 1955
Labor Relations Commission (Department of Labor and Industries), 1955
Department of Public Safety, 1955
Trustees, Belchertown State School, 1955
Department of Public Health, 1955
Department of the Attorney General, 1955
Subsequent to legal filing date, the following reports were received :
—
Division of Occupational Hygiene (Department of Labor and Industries), 1954
Board of Registration in Chiropody (Podiatry), 1954
Board of Registration in Chiropody (Podiatry), 1955
Board of Registration in Optometry, 1955
State Examiners of Electricians, 1955
Trustees, Myles Standish State School, 1955
Department of Natural Resources, 1955
Appellate Tax Board, 1955
Trustees, Taunton State Hospital, 1955
Trustees, Grafton State Hospital, 1955
University of Massachusetts, 1955
Department of Correction (Statistical Report), 1954
Elections Statistics Report (Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth),
1954
Elections Statistics Report (Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth),
1955
Division of Banks and Loan Agencies, Section A, Co-operative Banks and
Savings and Loan Agencies, 1955
Commission Against Discrimination, 1955
Purchasing Bureau (Commission on Administration and Finance), 1955
Department of Correction, 1953
Department of Correction, 1954
Division on the Necessaries of Life (Department of Labor and Industries), 1955
Division of Standards (Department of Labor and Industries), 1955
Outdoor Advertising Authority, 1955
Board of Dental Examiners, 1955
Trustees Northampton State Hospital, 1955
Port of Boston Commission, 1955
Department of the Auditor, 1955
Comptroller's Bureau (Commission on Administration and Finance), 1955
Judicial Council of Massachusetts, 1955
Commission on Interstate Cooperation, 1953 and 1954
Division of Library Extension (Department of Education), 1955
Finance Commission of the City of Boston, 1955
Trustees, Medfield State Hospital, 1954
Trustees, Medfield State Hospital, 1955
Trustees, Boston State Hospital, 1955
Trustees, Monson State Hospital, 1955
Department of Education, Part 1, 1955
Department of Education, Part 2, 1955
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Trustees, Walter E. Fernald State School, 1955
Trustees, Westborough State Hospital, 1955
Trustees, jMetropolitan State Hospital, 1955
Lowell Technological Institute for Academic Year 1954-1955
Division of Registration (Department of Civil Service and Registration), 1955
Board of Registration in Pharmacy, 1955
Report of Study by State Advisory Council of the Massachusetts Employmient
Security Law, 1955
State Racing Conmiission, 1955
Division of Banks and Loan Agencies, Section B, Credit Unions, 1955
Division of Statistics (Department of Labor and Industries), 1954
Division of Fisheries and Game, 1955
Metropolitan District Assessments (Treasurer and Receiver-General), 1955
Division of Industrial Safety (Department of Labor and Industries), 1955
State Reclamation Board (Department of Agriculture), 1955
Bureau of Loan Agencies (Division of Banks and Loan Agencies), 1955
Trustees, Foxborough State Hospital, 1954
Statistics of Municipal Finances (Department of Corporations and Taxation),
1953
Department of Mental Health, 1955
Vital Statistics of Massachusetts (Department of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth), 1954
Department of the Treasurer and Receiver-General, 1955
Division of Insm-ance, Fire and Marine Business, Part 1, 1953
Division of Insurance, Life and Miscellaneous Business, Part 2, 1953
Division of Banks and Loan Agencies, Section D, Trust Companies and Certain
Other Financial Institutions, 1955
Archives Division
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1956, there have been made 8 military
certificates; 21 typewitten copies; 69,702 photostatic copies of legislative records,
maps, plans, corporation records, and veterans' discharges.
Under General Laws, Chapter 127, Section 167, as amended, providing for the
filing in the Secretary's Office of a statement by persons who represent petitioner?
for pardons, paroles, commutations, of or respites from sentences, 40 persons have
so filed.
Under General Laws, Chapter 127, Section 152, as amended, providing for the
filing of certified copies of petitions for pardons, paroles, and commutations of
sentences, together with other documents pertaining thereto, 90 cases have been
received and filed.
Under General Laws, Chapter 264, Section 14, providing for the taking of an
oath by every person entering the service of the Commonwealth and the filing of
such oath in the office of the Secretary, approximately 21,000 oaths have been
received and filed.
At long last, after years of unceasing effort, it appears that the priceless historical
records of the Commonwealth and the formative years of the Republic will be
adequately housed and displayed.
Provision should be made to transfer these records, making such repairs and
resUjrations as necessary. This will require an increased staff of competent workers.
Census Division
The fxjpulation figures and enumeration of legal voters for counties, cities and
towns wfire certified and published by the Secretary of the Commonwealth as the
official figures of the D(;cenr)ial Census of 1955, in accordance with Article LXXI
of the Constitution and the General Laws of Massachusetts, Chapter 9, Section 7.
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The pamphlet 'The Decennial Census 1955" is now prepared with the exception
of the additional tables; tables relating to age groups, by sex in the cities and
towns, broken down by wards in cities and by precincts in precinct towns having
12,000 or more population; tables showing the employment status of persons 16
years of age and over, and tables with breakdown as to the wars served in by
veterans resident in Massachusetts. These tables will be ready for distribution
during the Autumn of 1956.
A recapitulation by age and sex has been completed. It is inserted here for
convenient reference. It is of interest because it demonstrates the school problems
which confront us in the younger groups of school and pre-school age. It likewise
shows that while there are more females than males in the Commonwealth the
males predominate in every group through fourteen years of age and the females
in all age groups over fifteen years of age.
RECAPITULATION
The State
:
Population, 4,837,645; Males, 2,335,019; Females, 2,502,626
Age Males Females Total
0- 1 477,718 45,343 93,061
1- 2 47,723 46,311 94,034
2- 3 51,107 49,463 100,570
3- 4 48,896 47,202 96,098
4- 5 46,749 44,721 91,470
5- 6 46,078 44,627 90,705
6- 9 174,635 168,223 342,858
10-14 181,283 174,433 355,716
15-19 140,196 140,412 280,608
20-24 146,689 151,909 298,598
25-29 166,807 177,149 343,956
30-34 176,297 188,938 365,235
35-39 169,021 186,957 355,978
40-44 162,111 177,819 339,930
45-49 145,449 162,988 308,437
50-54 135,840 155,823 291,663
55-59 122,260 140,901 263,161
60-64 108,001 123,565 231,566
65-69 87,269 107,486 194,755
70 and over 130,890 168,356 299,246
Commissions
The number of commissions issued during the year ending June 30, 1956 was
5,779, of which 856 were without fee and 103 became void by reason of the failure
of the appointees to take out the commissions or to qualify thereunder.
The different classes were as follows
:
Notaries Public 4,760
Justices of the Peace ......... 135
Justices of the Peace designated to solemnize marriages ... 12
Justices of the Peace to issue warrants and take bail .... 5
Associate Justice, Supreme Judicial Court ...... 1
Chief Justice, Superior Court ........ 1
Associate Justice, Superior Court ....... 2
Judge of Probate and Insolvency, Bristol County .... 1
Judge of Probate and Insolvency, Hampden County .... 1
Justice, Central District Court of Northern Essex .... 1
Justice, Third District Court of Eastern Middlesex .
. . . 1
Justice, First District Court of Eastern Worcester .... 1
Special Justice, District Court of Western Hampden .... 1
District Attorney, Northern District ....... 1
Sheriff, Bristol County ......... 1
Sheriff, Pl3rmouth County 1
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Clerks, District Courts
Masters iii Chancery
Public Administrators
Medical Examiners
.
Associate Medical Examiners
Trustees, Miscellaneous Hospitals and Hospital Schools
Trustees, ^Mental Hospitals and Schools
Trustees, County Agricultural Schools
Trustees, Soldiers' Homes.....
Trustees, Aliscellaneous Schools
Members, Boards of Registration
Members, Reservation Commissions
.
Members, Miscellaneous Boards and Commissions, etc
Public Warehouse Licenses ....
Conmiissioners to Qualify Pubhc OflBicers
Special State Police Officers ....
Commissions issued to non-resident clergymen
Commissioner of Deeds, resident in Foreign Country
Commissioner of Deeds, resident in other States
.
Member, Executive Council, Fifth District .
Member, Executive Council, Sixth District .
Certificates to the number of 10,689 were issued, of which 3,516 were for certifi-
cates for which no fees are charged. Forty-one persons re-registered as required
under the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 30, Section 7B; and eight persons
paid penalty fees as required under the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 30,
Section 13.
Corporation Division
The total number of certificates of incorporation issued under General Laws to
new corporations for the fiscal year ending June 29, 1956, was 4,589. Said certifi-
cates of incorporation are classified as follows:
4,192
361
15
14
6
1
5
10
8
10
18
16
18
3
2
22
23
4
135
27
4
84
461
1
1
1
1
Business ....
Rehgious, charitable, social, etc.
Fraternal beneficiary
Church ....
Credit union
Insurance
The number of certificates of every description filed was 48,346. Said certificates
are classified as follows:
Articles of organization of the nine classes of corporations mentioned above 4,589
Certificates of organization of cemetery corporations .... 5
Business issues .......... 787
Business increases .......... 368
Business reductions .......... 110
Business amendments ......... 862
Non-business changes of name ........ 71
R/iligious, charitable, social etc. amendments ..... 21
Fraternal beneficiary amendments ....... 8
Gas and electric company increases ....... 6
Gas and electric company payment of capital ..... 1
Gas aud electric company amendments ...... 2
Trust company increases ......... 5
Trust company amendments ........ 2
Insurance company increases ........ 3
Insurance company amendments ....... 5
Business consoUdations ......... 33
Business mergers .......... 8
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Conditions 32,929
Social and athletic corporation reports 3,746
Foreign increases .......... 20
Foreign reductions .......... 57
Foreign powers of attorney by person or partnership .... 8
Trust receipt financing statements 3,099
Liens . 76
Voluntary association trust reports ....... 1,058
Trade marks 207
Assignments of trade marks ........ 24
Insignia ............ 1
Limited partnerships 38
Gas and electric company approvals of issue, etc. .... 16
Railroad and street railway approvals of issue, etc 4
Contracts of railroad and street railway companies .... 2
Certificates of clerks of various courts relative to dissolution of corpo-
rations (covering 1,152 corporations) 12
Petition for surrender of charter and dissolution ..... 1
Certificates of revival of corporations....... 108
Certificates of consent to change of location of social and athletic corpo-
rations ........... 50
Special act creating corporation........ 1
Certificate relative to adoption of Act ...... 3
Non-business charter declared void ....... 1
Non-business charters withheld ........ 6
Non-business applications for incorporation withdrawn ... 8
Certified copies supplied ......... 6,971
Special certificates supplied 967
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EXECUrn^ AND ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS ISSUED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR, DURING
THE FISCAL YEAR 1955-1956
During the year from July 1, 1955 to and through June 30, 1956 there were
three (3) Executive Orders and no Administrative Orders issued by Governor
Herter, the origmal copies of which are on file in the Archives.
The subject matter thereof is briefly summarized here for convenient reference.
Executive Orders Issued During 1955-56
No. Date Issued Subject
29 Aug. 19, 1955 Authorization for the Director of the Division of Food
and Drugs of the Department of Public Health to seize and
distribute stocks of dry ice.
30 Aug. 23, 1955 Re-issuance without payments of fees of licenses, permits,
and certificates of registration that were lost as a result of
the floods of August 19, 1955, and thereafter.
31 Feb. 21, 1956 Evacuation of probable target areas in event of impending
enemy attack and signals, regulations, and plans pertaining
thereto.
Administrative Orders
There were no Administrative Orders issued during the fiscal year 1955-56.
Pardons, Commutations, Respites, Requisitions, Etc.
The number of pardons issued during the year was 60; of which 49 were full
and complete; 2 conditional; 3 commutations; 1 remander; 3 respites; 2 conditional
discharges from the Bridgewater State Hospital.
There were 95 requisitions issued: of which 79 were upon other States; 11 upon
the Secretary of Defense of the United States of America ; 1 upon the Secretary of
the Air Force of the United States of America; 2 upon the Secretary of the Navy
of the United States of America; 2 upon the Chief Justice of the District Court
of the United States of America.
There were 16 warrants issued upon requisitions from other States.
Legislative Counsel and Agents' Expenses
1956 Session
Since the 1956 session of the General Court was not concluded on or prior to
June 30, 1956, the reports of the expenses of legislative counsel and legislative
agents required under chapter 3, General Laws, have not been filed at this office
nor will they be filed until after the prorogation of the 1956 session. They will
accordingly be incorporated in the annual report for the fiscal year 1956-1957.
Legislative Counsel and Agents' Expenses
1955 Session of General Court
In compHance with General Laws (Tercentenary Edition), Chapter 3, Sections
39 to 50 inclusive, relating to the filing of legislative counsel and agents' expenses
incurn.d or i>aid in connection with promoting or opposing legislation there were
during or foJiowing the 1955 session of the General Court 298 entries made in the
dockets, a decrease of 11 compared with 1954. Returns for the 1955 session were
not received until after the close of the session and the close of the Fiscal Year
1954-1955.
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Returns covering 295 entries were received from persons, associations or corpo-
rations employing legislative counsel or agents. Three employers who failed to
file returns within the time prescribed by law have been reported to the Attorney
General.
The total amount reported as paid to legislative counsel or agents, $330,787.02.
Of this amount $63,371.74 represents annual salaries or retainers of regular em-
ployees apportioned and $40,790.00 unapportioned, and $226,625.28 payments in
connection with legislation only. Twelve employers stated that they paid nothing.
Proclamations
The proclamations of His Excellency the Governor were printed and distributed
under the direction of this office. For the observance of each of the following,
10,500 copies were distributed to churches, schools, institutions, patriotic societies,
postmasters and city and town clerks:—Commodore John Barry Day, September
13, 1955; Constitution Day, September 17, 1955; Pulaski Day, October 11, 1955;
United Nations Day, October 24, 1955; American Education Week, November
6-12, 1955; Veterans Day, November 11, 1955; Thanksgiving Day, November 24,
1955; Disabled American Veterans' Hospital Day, December 4, 1955; Civil Rights
Week, December 8-15, 1955; Army and Navy Union Day, December 10, 1955;
New Orleans Day, January 8, 1956; Lincoln Day, February 12, 1956; Spanish
War Memorial Day and Maine Memorial Day, February 15, 1956; Washington
Day, February 22, 1956; One Hundred and Eighty-sixth Anniversary of the
Boston Massacre, March 5, 1956; Peter Francisco Day, March 15, 1956; Evacuation
Day, March 17, 1956; Patriots' Day, April 19, 1956; Loyalty Day, May 1, 1956;
Polish Constitution Day, May 3, 1956; Mothers' Day, May 13, 1956; La Fayette
Day, May 20, 1956; Memorial Day, May 30, 1956; Flag Day, June 14, 1956;
Fathers' Day, June 17, 1956 and Bunker Hill Day, June 17, 1956. August 7, 1955
was designated as Purple Heart Day, August 12, 1955 was set apart as Indian Day
and July 30, 1955 was proclaimed as Veteran Firemen's Muster Day and 6,500
copies of each proclamation were distributed to churches, institutions, patriotic
societies, postmasters and city and town clerks. For the observance of Arbor and
Bird Day, April 27, 1956, 10,500 copies of the Governor's proclamation were mailed
to churches, schools, granges, agricultural societies, institutions, postmasters and
city and town clerks.
Fire Prevention Week was designated to include the week of October 9-15, 1955
and 6,650 copies of the Governor's proclamation were distributed to the fire chiefs
of the Commonwealth for churches, schools and post offices.
March 9, 1956 was set apart by His Excellency the Governor as Student Govern-
ment Day, and 5,500 copies of the Governor's proclamation were printed and
distributed to the schools.
Emergency Proclamations
A proclamation was issued by His Excellency the Governor on August 19, 1955
under the provisions of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950, and all acts in amendment
thereof, proclaiming that a State of Emergency existed in the Commonwealth by
reason of great harm and damage, resulting from the torrential rains, floods and
wind in Worcester, Franklin, Berkshire, Hampshire and Hampden Counties, and
authorizing the Civil Defense Agency and the director thereof to take all steps and
do all such things as the Governor might personally do if present, by virtue of
said Chapter 639 to combat such emergency and the effects thereof.
On August 25, 1955 a proclamation was issued by His Excellency the Governor
under the provisions of Chapter 639 of the Acts of 1950, and all acts in amendment
thereof, proclaiming that a State of Emergency existed in the Commonwealth, as
it appeared that the harm and damage resulting from rains, floods and wind that
existed in the counties of Worcester, Frankhn, Berkshire, Hampshire and Hampden
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had extended to other areas of the Commonwealth, and authorizing the Civil
Defense Agency and the director thereof to take all steps and do all such things as
the Governor might personally do if present, by virtue of said Chapter 639 to
combat such emergency and the effects thereof.
A proclamation was issued by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, Acting
Governor, on October 21, 1955 under the provisions of Chapter 639 of the Acts
of 1950, and all acts in amendment thereof, proclaiming that a State of Emergency
existed in the Commonwealth by reason of great harm and damage, resulting from
the torrential rains and floods during October in this Commonwealth.
On November 21, 1955 a proclamation was issued by His Excellency the Gover-
nor, stating that the Commissioner of Correction had notified him that the buildings
at Walpole and Norfolk constructed for a State Prison would be ready for occupancy
on and after November 28, 1955 and that such State Prison would be designated
''Massachusetts Correctional Institution, Walpole'' as provided by Section 11 of
Chapter 770, Acts of 1955. One thousand copies of said proclamation were printed
and distributed to the justices of the superior and supreme judicial courts, clerks
of court, justices and associate justices and clerks of municipal and district courts
and city and town clerks.
A proclamation was issued by His Excellency the Governor on May 8, 1956
proclaiming that the State of Emergency declared by him on August 19, 1955, the
State of Emergency declared by him on August 25, 1955, and State of Emergency
declared by him on October 21, 1955 and the State of Emergency declared by him
in Executive Order No. 29, dated August 15, 1955, because of floods throughout
the Commonwealth were terminated as of the date of said proclamation.
PROCLAMATIONS NOT REQUIRED BY STATUTE
One hundred and seven (107) proclamations were issued by His Excellency the
Governor to the press and filed in the Archives, as follows:—Massachusetts Farm
Safety Week, July 24-30, 1955; Vegetable Week, July 28-August 6, 1955; Inter-
national Typographical Union Week, August 13-19, 1955; "Jinmiy" Time, Septem-
ber 1-15, 1955; Union Label Week, September 5-11, 1955; Massachusetts Confer-
ence on Education, September 8, 9 and 10, 1955; National Home Week, September
10-18, 1955; Muscular Dystrophy Week, September 12-19, 1955; Citizenship Day,
September 17, 1955; I am an American Day, September 18, 1955; Amalgamated
Lithographers Week, September 18-25, 1955; National Business Women's Week,
September 25-October 1, 1955; Cranberry Time, the month of October, 1955; Eye
Research Month, the month of October, 1955; Massachusetts Heritage Month, the
month of October, 1955; Restaurant Month, the month of October, 1955; National
Employ the Physically Handicapped Week, October 2-8, 1955; Photography Week,
October 2-8, 1955; National Letter Writing Week, October 2-8, 1955; Massachu-
setts Fish Week, October 3-8, 1955; Emergencies Don't Wait Week, October 8-
14, 1955; Oil Progress Week, October 9-15, 1955; Columbus Day, October 12, 1955;
Credit Union Day, October 20, 1955; Massachusetts Apple Week, October 20-29,
1955: Religion in American Life Month, the month of November, 1955; Truck
Transportation Week, November 21-27, 1955; South Boston Citizens' Association
Day, November 23, 1955; Toys for Tots, the period of November 25-December 10,
1955; Safe Driving Day, December 1, 1955; Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, 1955;
Year of the Informed Voter, the year of 1956; Diamond Jubilee of the United
lirotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, the year of 1956; Woodrow
Wilson Centennial Year, the year of 1956; Red Cross 75th Anniversary Year, the
year of 1956; March of Dimes Month, the month of January, 1956; Big Brother
Week, January 8-15, 1956; Massachusetts "Blue Crutch" Days, January 13 and
14, 1950; Jaycee Week, January 14-21, 1956; Printing and Publishing Week,
January 1.5-21, 1956; National Thrift Week, January 17-23, 1956; "Guards Up"
Week, Januarv 20-30, 1956; Ukraniian Independence Day, January 22, 1956;
YMCA Wcek,\january 22-29, 1956; Greek Letters Week, January 22-29, 1956;
Junior Achievement Week, January 29-February 4, 1956; American Heart Month,
the month of February, 1956; American History Month, the month of February,
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1956; Freedom Month, the month of February, 1956; Vocational Guidance Day,
February 3, 1956; National Children's Dental Health Week, February 5-11, 1956;
Boy Scout Week, February 6-12, 1956; Multiple Sclerosis Month, February 10-
March 10, 1956; National Beauty Salon Week, February 12-18, 1956; Negro
History Week, February 12-19, 1956; Repubhc of Lithuania Day in Massachusetts,
February 16, 1956; World Day of Prayer, February 17, 1956; Engineers' Week,
February 19-25, 1956; National Advertising Week, February 19-25, 1956; Brother-
hood Week, February 19-25, 1956; Blood Donor Day, February 22, 1956; National
Guard Muster Day, February 22, 1956; Red Cross Month, March 1-31, 1956;
Easter Seal Month for Crippled Children and Adults, March 1-April 1, 1956;
Presidents' Day, March 6, 1956; OPT Day, March 6, 1956; Realtor Week, March
11-17, 1956; Girl Scout Week, March 11-17, 1956; Camp Fire Girls Birthday
Week, March 11-18, 1956; National Opera Week, March 11-18, 1956; World
Jewish Child's Day, March 18, 1956; National Wildhfe Week in Massachusetts,
March 18-24, 1956; Veterans of Foreign Wars, Conamander-in-chief Week, March
18-24, 1956; Greek Independence Day, March 25, 1956; Cancer Control Month,
the month of April, 1956; Boys' Club Week, April 2-8, 1956; Bataan Day, April 9,
1956; Israel Anniversary Week, April 13-20, 1956; Pan American Day, April 14,
1956 and Pan American Week, April 9-15, 1956; Equal Job Opportunity Week,
April 15-21, 1956; Apprenticeship Week, April 22-28, 1956; Medical Education
Week, April 22-28, 1956; Chemical Progress Week, AprH 23-28, 1956; Social
Hygiene Day, April 25, 1956; Cerebral Palsy Month, the month of May, 1956;
Mental Health Month, the month of May, 1956; Elks Youth Day, May 1, 1956;
Humane Sunday, May 6, 1956 and Be Kind to Animals Week, May 6-12, 1956;
National Hospital Week, May 6-12, 1956; Audubon Week, May 6-12, 1956;
Senior Citizens Week, the week beginning May 6, 1956; Music Week, May 6-13,
1956; National Radio Week, May 13-19, 1956; Letters from America Week,
May 14-20, 1956; Armed Forces Day, May 19, 1956; Women Veterans Day, May
20, 1956; Salvation Army Week, May 20-27, 1956; National Maritime Day,
May 22, 1956; June Dairy Month, the month of June, 1956 and Boston Common
Dairy Festival, June 2-9, 1956; United States Olympic Team Month, the month
of June, 1956; UAW Twentieth Anniversary Week, June 2-6, 1956; Vermont Day,
June 5, 1956; National Golf Day, June 9, 1956; Firemen's Memorial Sunday, June
10, 1956; Fraternal W^eek, June 10-16, 1956; Baltic States Freedom Day, June 15,
1956; Food and Drug Law Golden Anniversary Week, June 24-July 1, 1956.
Public Document Division
During the fiscal year 1956, the following publications were received for distri-
bution through the Public Document Division. Reports: 30,589 copies of the
Public Document Series, representing twenty-seven reports of the several state
departments, boards and commissions. Laws: 10,095 copies of the 1955 pamphlet
edition of the Acts and Resolves; 5,076 copies of the General Laws Relating to
Insurance, Chapters 174A, 175, 175A, 175B, 176, 176A, 176B and 176D, as amended
to the close of 1954; 5,512 copies of the General Laws Relating to Primaries,
Caucuses and Elections, 1955. Veterans Proceedings: 1,033 copies of the Proceed-
ings of the Thirty-sixth Annual Convention, The American Legion, Department
of Massachusetts, 1954; 760 copies of the Proceedings of the Thirty-fourth Annual
Encampment, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Massachusetts, 1954;
768 copies of the Proceedings of the Thirty-fifth Annual Encampment, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, Department of Massachusetts, 1955; 589 copies of the Proceedings
of the Thirty-third Annual Convention, Disabled American Veterans of the World
War, Department of Massachusetts, 1954; 500 copies of the Proceedings of the
Nineteenth Annual Convention, Italian-American World War Veterans of the
United States, Inc., Department of Massachusetts, 1954; 629 copies of the Pro-
ceedings of the Twenty-fourth Annual Convention, The Jewish War Veterans of
the United States of America, Department of Massachusetts, 1954; 615 copies of
the Proceedings of the Twenty-fifth Annual Convention, The Jewish War Veterans
of the United States of America, Department of Massachusetts, 1955; 604 copies
of the Tenth Annual Convention, American Veterans of World War II, Department
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of Massachusetts, 1954. Journals and Manuals: 600 copies each of the Journals
of the Senate and House of Representatives, 1955, total 1,200 copies (from the
Sergeant-at-Arms) ; 300 copies of the Journals of the House of Representatives,
Volume 29, 1753-54; 2,665 copies of the Civil Service Manual for the Instruction
of AppHcants for Examinations for the Pohce Services, 1955-C Edition; 3,500 copies
of the Civil Service Manual for the Instruction of Applicants for Examinations for
the Police Services, 1956 Edition; 2,677 copies of the Civil Service Fire Manual
for the Instruction of Applicants for Entrance Examinations in the Fire Service
in Cities and Towns, 1955-A Edition; 2,558 copies of the Civil Service Manual for
the Instruction of Applicants for Entrance or Promotional Examinations in the
Fire Service in Cities and Towns, 1955; 3,560 copies of the Civil Service Manual
for the Instruction of Applicants for Entrance or Promotional Examinations in
the Fire Service in Cities and Towns, 1956; 1,542 copies of the Civil Service Manual
for the Instruction of Applicants for the Meter-Reading and Water Inspection
Service in Cities and Towns, 1955. Massachusetts Reports: 475 copies of Volume
331, Massachusetts Reports; 475 copies of Volume 332, Massachusetts Reports.
Miscellaneous: 5,035 copies of a Directory of Massachusetts Manufacturers, em-
ploying eight or more people, 1955; 4,567 copies of the Buyers' Guide of Massa-
chusetts Manufacturers, 1956; 2,420 copies of Elevator and Escalator Regulations,
ELV-2, 1955; making a grand total of 87,744 copies.
The sale of surplus volumes on hand of the Massachusetts Reports, Volumes
Nos. 245 to 319, inclusive, as authorized by Chapter 57, Resolves of 1950, com-
menced on January 1, 1951. Of the approximate number of copies available for
sale at that time, namely 90,000 copies, about 1,542 copies were sold during this
fiscal year.
PUBLIC RECORDS DIVISION
The Supervisor of Public Records again reports that many problems in the
records field encountered by Record Custodians remain unanswered. This division
is unable to spend the time required in the cities and towns because of a lack of
personnel.
On the state level some progress has been made in creating interest in the subject
matter of Chapter 104 of the Resolves of 1955. Several meetings with the leaders
in the record keeping and record making field were held and a report is soon to
be released for action by the legislature in the coming year.
Standard Record Ink
In accordance with General Laws (Ter. Ed.), Chapter 66, Section 2, this depart-
ment furnishes approved standard record ink for use on pubhc records in the several
departments and offices of the Commonwealth and of the counties, cities and
towns, in which such records are kept. Ink supplied to the departments and offices
of the Comtmonwealth is paid for by this department ; ink supplied to the counties,
cities and towns is paid for by the individual county, city or town. Offices in and
near the State House may obtain ink at Room 252, State House. This will result
in a saving on delivery charges and faster and more efficient distribution.
Violations of Section 4 of Chapter 66, which forbids the use on public records
of other than approved standard record ink have been observed. This division
has notified all offenders as to the provisions of said Section 4.
Repairing and Binding
In keeping with the policy of doing some binding in the Department each year
several volumes have been repaired and rebound in the Archives, Vital Statistics
and Corporation Divisions. More volumes of the Massachusetts archives will be
bound, subject to the amount appropriated.
19
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Recommendations for repairing and binding of public
records have been made
to the proper persons.
Carbon Paper
CoDies of the Ust of the brand names of approved
carbon Papers, the use of which
is authorized^^^^^ 310 of the Acts
of 1950, are available at this office.
Typewriter Ribbons
passed the Fade-O-Meter test.
Stamp Pads and Stamp Pad Inks
Copies of the up-to-date list of approved brands
of stamp pads and stamp pad
inks are available at this office.
Safes and Vaults
Th\^ division has available for distribution on request
specifications for the
In several instances new vaults have been
recommended to replace antiquated
'^nstallations of new doors replacing older types
have been observed.
REFERENDA
for submission to the people by the General
Court.
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF STATE DEPARTMENTS
ofSn'stra?fonn?Fi« Aeronautics Commission Milk
list on file to June 30, 1956 is as follows:
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
Departments tnthich have Filed Rules and Regulations
IN THE Office of the Secretary
Prior to July 1, 1956
1. Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission
2. Appellate Tax Board
3. Commission on Administration and Finance
4. Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Experiment Station, Massachusetts State College
Division of Livestock Disease Control
Milk Regulation Board
5. Department of Banking and Insurance
Division of Loan Agencies
Division of Co-operative Banks
Division of Insurance
6. Department of Civil Service and Registration
Board of Registration of Barbers
Board of Registration in Chiropody (Podiatry)
Board of Dental Examiners
State Examiners of Electricians
Board of Registration in Embalming and Funeral Directing
Board of Registration in Hairdressers
Board of Registration in Medicine
Board of Registration in Optometry
Board of Registration in Pharmacy
Board of State Examiners of Plumbers
Board of Registration in Veterinary Medicine
7. Department of Education
8. Department of Labor and Industries
Division of Minimum Wage
Minimum Wage Commission
Division of Standards and Necessaries of Life
9. Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fisheries and Game
10. Department of Public Health
11. Department of Public Safety
State Fii-e Marshal
Board of Boiler Rules
State Boxing Commission
Board of Elevator Regulations
12. Department of Public Utilities
13. Department of Public Welfare
14. Department of Public Works
Bureau of Public Works Airport Management
Registry of Motor Vehicles
15. Department of the Adjutant General
16. Division of Employment Security
Board of Review
17. Hurricane Relief Board
18. Licensing Board for the City of Boston
19. Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission
Massachusetts State Airport Management Board
20. Metropolitan District Commission
P.D. 46
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21. Milk Control Commission
22. Outdoor Advertising Authority
23. Sergeant-at-Arms
24. State Racing Commission
Chapter 30A of the General Laws inserted by Chapter 681 of the Acts
of 1954
requires that all regulations issued by agencies of the Commonwealth be
filed m
[he office of the state secretary and requires the secretary to
report the
^1^^/^^
anv agency to file such regulations to the governor and council
and as part of his
reg'^Knnual report to the general court. Under this statute the only agency
which have filed rules and regulations m compliance therewith
are listed m the
King paragraph. However, it is noted that rules and regulations have been
filed by 24 several agencies under the provision of Sections 37 and
37A of Chapter
30 of the General Laws.
The foUowing state departments, board and commissions filed
rules and regu-
lations under the provisions of Section 6 of Chapter 30A of the General
Laws,
inserted by Section 1 of Chapter 681 of the Acts of 1954:—
Commission against Discrimination,
Commissioner of Banks,
Contributory Retirement Appeal Board,
Department of Corporations and Taxation,
Income Tax Division,
Department of Labor and Industries,
Department of Natural Resources,
Department of Public Utilities,
Department of Public Welfare,
Division of Employment Security,
Division of Fisheries and Game and
State Employees Group Insurance Commission.
Vital Statistics Division
Under the provisions of General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
Chapter 46,
Sectbn 17 returns of births, marriages and deaths from 351
cities and towns and
Ss and deaths from the State Infirmary at Tewksbury for the year 955 were
received and total 112,345 births and 37,079 marriages an mcrease
of M12 births
and an increase of 1,766 marriages, as compared with the returns
of 1954.
Under the provisions of the same statute 53 025 certified copies of
deaths were
received, an increase of 1,117, as compared with the records of
1954.
Medical Examiners' returns for 1955 cover 12,828, an increase
of 267, as com-
pared with returns for 1954.
Returns by Clerks of Courts and Registers of Probate of the decrees
of divorce
granted during 1955 nmnber 5,786, a decrease of 41, as compared with
the returns
of 1954.
From July 1, 1955 to June 30, 1956, 10,859 certificates of births, j^f^^^^^^^^^^^^,
of marriages aAd 2,762 certificates of deaths were issued, a total f 15,407 certified
copTs Besides these 5,872 were certified abstracts given
the Soldiers' Rehef and
United States Government war clanns without fee.
In addition to the above, 3,972 records were verified
for various government
agencies.
The demand for records for military purposes, social security, aid
and relief,
school and other purposes still continues.
There were 48,635 requests for records during this period.
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A total of $8,969.50 was received by this Division during this fiscal period. Of
this amount $7,753.50 was for certified copies of births, marriages and death records;
$173.50 for certificating of exact copies of records and for exemplified statements;
and $1,042.50 was refunded to the remitters because excessive amounts were sent
in or the requested service could not be rendered. 18,088 card abstracts of birth
records for school, employment, enlistment, welfare and civil service purposes were
issued without charge.
There were 6,941 references of records of marriages and deaths issued without
fee for welfare, old age assistance, employment and insurance purposes.
There were 6,792 delayed records of birth and corrections of birth records, 412
corrections of marriages and 103 corrections of death records.
Returns of 3,333 names changed in 1955 as decreed by the courts were received
and filed in comphance with the requirements of General Laws, Chapter 210,
Section 12.
Vital records are kept on a calendar year basis, not on the fiscal standard.
The Following Are the
RETURNS FROM CITIES AND TOWNS RELATIVE TO ACTION
TAKEN UNDER CERTAIN PROVISIONS
OF THE GENERAL LAWS
ALSO
RETURNS RELATIVE TO THE ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION
OF CERTAIN SPECIAL ACTS PASSED BY
THE GENERAL COURT
Prepared by
EDWARD J. CRONIN
Secretary of the Commonwealth
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